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What isVoice Again?

VoiceAgaim is a software tool designed tassist in analysis, transcription and documentation of
voice recordings The software can slow down or speed up a recording making it easier to transcribe
interviewsor dictations It also allows for text annotation of the recordifag convenient navigation to
different parts of the recording

Users can import a variety of audio filieso a project In addition, audio can be imported directly from
CD Audio.The advance nogsreduction algorithm allowa user to clearup distracting background
noise in the audio.

The Track View allows users to zeomthe audio to provide better graphical details of the recording.
The navigation controls allow users to quickly scroll ardcs a specific location in the audio. Playback
controls allows users to listen to any portion of the recording.

Voiee Again provides advanced speasghtrol tools which let a user slow down a recordumto 10
times. The speed modification algorithnase optimized for voice, providing a high degree of clarity.
Slowing down audio makesdasier to listen to a fagpaced sectiomf a recordinghat would be
difficult to transcribe at normal speed.

Annotation tools allow users to mark sections okaarding with text. This allows the user to put
special notes in the timeline which make it easier for navigation. The annotations can also serve as a
way ofdocumenting a recording.

In addition toplaying back a recomdg, ausercan render tca numbe audio formats. Currently/oice
Againcan produceMicrosoft Wave WAV}, Ogg Vorbis (OG@hd Windows Media Format(MA and
WMV) content.




Setting Up Voice Agaifor the First Time

System Requirements
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Window 2000/XP/XP64/Vista

Pentium 4 1.0 GHz CPU

1.0 GBRAM

30 MB harddisk space for program installation
DirectX 8.0

Microsoft .NET Framework 2.0

16-bit Sound Card

Speakers

VGA Display

Internet Connection

Installation

Download the lgest Voice Agaiinstaller program from our Website:
http://www.screamingbee.com

Doubleclick on theVoiceAgaininstall.exe icon to start the installation.
TheVoice Agairsetup Wizard will appear. Follow the wizard's instructions.



http://www.screamingbee.com/

Userinterface Overview

The Voice Agaiaser interface consists édur main areasthe Playlist Track ViewSpeed and Pitch
controlsand Audio Settings
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Playlist

ThePlaylist(#1)providesa list of audio files that have been loaded into the Voice Again projgou

can add any number @udio files to the playlist. Clicking on an item in this list will load the audio
information into the Track View.

Track View

TheTrack View#2)provides you with a graphicalew of the audio file It provides a timeline of the
recordingas well as avay of navigating and playing back the audi@oom controls allow you to zoom
in to increase the detail of the graphics for even more accurate navigation.




Navigation controls allow you to quickly move to different parts of the audio. Annotations shas
graphic markers in the Track View. You can add text to the annotations to assist in navigation.

Once you have navigated to a certain location in the file, you can play back the audio either as single
shot or repeat. Combining repeaat playback witlthe speed control allow you to listen and analyze the
audio efficiently.

Speedand PitchControls

TheSpeed and Pitch Contrdi$3)provide you with tooldo change the speed or pitch of a recording

Slowing down a recording is especially useful forEatef t @ Fy I f 8T Ay3 I dzZRA2 F2NJ RS
easy at normal speeds. Speeding up a recording is useful in ghkithiyingaudio to save time. Pitch

controls can be helpful for raising or lowering a voice for clarity.

You can slowlayback of reordingsas much as a factor of 10X (1@&mal). Typically slowing a voice
recording by 2X (50%tormal) to 4X (25%ormal) can be very usefdibr listening to details You can
speed recordings as much as a factor of 6X (6@@%hal to gloss over recordings in order to save time

Pitch can be modified by a factor of plus or minus two octaves. This provides you with a wide range of
pitch shifting. You can also add Formant Correction option to maintain a more natural sound to the
voice when shifting the pitch.

Audio Settings

TheAudio Setting$#4)provides global audio volume and pan contrdlhe volume control adjusts how
loud Voice Again will outpugoundto your speakers. The pa&ontrol adjusts the relative lefo-right
output for stereo recordings




Quick Start Tutorial

This guide will provide a brief introduction Ywice Again It will provide an overview of the essential
controls andfunctionality of the program.

Starting Voice Again

When you first staroice Again, you will start with an empty project.
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Importing Audio into Playlist

Voice again can import a variety of audio file formats including Microsoft Wa¥é), Ogg Vorbis

(OGG), Windows Media FormaVifA) and MP3 Audio (MP3). You can impordiaunto the playlist by

Ot AO1LAY3I 2y (KS 4CAfSHLYLRNI ! dZRA2Xé YSydz AiGSY®
allows you to pick a file and optionally apply noise reduction. Once you finish the wizard, the audio file
that you have chosen witle added to the playlist.
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This will add the audio file to the playlist without noise reduction. You can also add audio files to the
playlist by dag and dropping the files from your desktop or any folder onto the playlist control.
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Playing Audig Annotations and Navigation

Click on an item in the Playlist to display the audio in the Track Viiewplay theaudig, click on the

at f I e ttan bnfthe boGoda far left part of the Track ViewThis will start the playback of tladio.

You should hear the audio play from your speakers aedtack View willlisplay a blue cursor where it

is currently playing the audioYou can stop the playbackb Of A Ol Ay 3 2y GKS a{ 2Lk

You can select a section of the audio by left click dragging over the Track View. This will create a
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button it will start playback at the beginning of the selection and play until the end of the selection.
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Annotationshelp you organizéhe audioin the Track Viewnto regionswhich you caroptionallyadd

textual information To add an annotation, select the region you would like to create with your mouse.
bSEG Ot A01 2y GKS a! § yeRultémi ATRig/aillput MaRker!flagy/ie thelséiektedy” X
region.

To navigate forward and backward in thedic> dza S G KS abl @GAIFLGS C2NBI NRé |
buttons which are located to the right of the Play and Stop buttortsis will letyou move between

annotations , 2dz Oly | f a2 dza3é¢é K$RadDR2(@22. SARYyadziGz2ya (2
beginning or end of thaudio. ¢ KS aLyadlyd wSLXIe&é¢ odzitdz2y fSita @&2d:
seconds.

Modifying Speed and Pitch
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(faster). You can also use the speed control buttons which range from 25% to 200% for changing the

speed. Slowing down a recording is usefat picking up detailin the audiothat would not be easy to

hear at normal speed.Increasing the speed of a recording allows you to save time by quickly scanning

the audio.

¢tKS atAGOK /2yiNRfé¢ fSia e2dz OKIy3aS K2g FNBIljdsSyoe
change the recording up to minus or plus two octaves.s [Eli$ you lower a high voice or raise a low

voice in order to improve intelligibility. Formant Correction provides a way of producing a more natural
sounding voiceluringpitch shifting.

Creating & AudioFiles

Voice Agairtan render to WAVDGGWMA famats. To render one or more of the items in the playlist

G2 2yS 2F (GKSAaS YSPRRdndeiMdidSleKE SO 2 ¢ KARIS A& €CXt  NRA
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format, and the folder where these files will be created.




Importing Audio

Loadingan Audio File

To get started, simply click on the "Eilenport File.." menu item. This will open thd=ileImport Wizard
dialog.

File Import Wizard

File Import Wizard

Welcome to the File Import Wizard. This wizard allows you to add
audio files to the playlist. Click the 'Next' button to continue.

< Back Mext = ] [ Cancel

Click on the Next button to continua the Import Wizard.
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Choose Audio FiteChoose an audifle to impott. The Import Wizard can read WAV, OGG, WMA and
MP3files. Click onthet ! RR  Buktdn &ndchooseafile.

File Import Wizard

Choose Audio File

Choose audio file to import into the program. Click on the 'Add
File..." button to import the an audio file.

File to Import

E:\MorphSounds\Interviews\InterviewTest. wma Add File. ..

< Back ” Mext = ][ Cancel

Click on the Next button toontinue
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Import Settings By selecting théApply Noise Reductidroption, the import wizard willapplya noise
reductionfilter to the audia This is helpful for improving clarity of a recording that has background
noise, hiss, or hum. Yourcalso adjust the audio output volume for recordings that are too soft or too
loud. The Preview Audio button lets you preview any changes that you make.

Click the Next button to continue.

12



